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FOREWORD

by Sir John Johnson, Chairman of the Countryside Commission

John Dower House
Crescent Place
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL50 3RA

When I heard that 1994 was to be the centenary year for the ‘Peak and Northern’ -
as | have always known it — I was eager to offer my heartiest congratulations.

Since my countryside apprenticeship was in the North-West I can say from my own
knowledge that the Society has exerted a major influence and campaigned effectively
on footpath issues throughout the area that I walked in my youth.

I was delighted when, within weeks of my becoming Chairman of the Countryside
Commission, I was invited to be the guest speaker at the Society’s 1992 AGM in
Manchester; an invitation which I readily accepted and an event which I greatly
enjoyed.

Even when I served abroad, walking, particularly in Northern England, was what I
looked forward to on my leaves. I was therefore especially pleased upon joining the
Commission to find that a target had been set to have the rights of way network
properly maintained and waymarked by the Year 2000.

The support and voluntary effort from members of the Peak and Northern and
other such groups throughout the country is crucial to the achievement of this target
and it is therefore in all our interests that the Society remains in good heart.

However the countryside today is a very different place from what it was in 1894
or even in 1826 when the Society’s parent organisation, the Manchester Association
for the Preservation of Ancient Footpaths was established. The Year 2000 target is
not an easy one and will only be achieved if we all pull together, with the need for
compromise featuring more frequently than it would have done a century ago.

The Society’s record is one of which it can be justifiably proud and on behalf of the
Countryside Commission and of footpath users everywhere I offer our thanks and

best wishes for the next one hundred years and I look forward to a further celebration
at the next ‘milestone’: the Year 2000!
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100 - NOT OUT!

by Leslie Meadowcroft, the Society’s Chairman since 1971

It is not just 100 years of eternal vigilance by the Peak & Northern Footpaths Society that is
being celebrated in 1994. The founding fathers began their work in 1826 when the actions of a
Flixton landowning magistrate, in attempting to deny public rights, brought about the forma-
tion of the Manchester Association for the Preservation of Ancients Footpaths in 1826. The
efforts of that organisation continued for many years and, in 1896, it handed over its funds to
the newly formed Peak District & Northern Counties Footpaths Preservation Society, to support
its fight for the Hayfield to Snake Inn footpath.

The Society remains a vigorous and energetic defender of the public rights. The Society is
organised by volunteers who give generously of their time and money to further the cause of
maintaining rights-of-way throughout town and countryside.

With the introduction of the Wildlife and Countryside Act in 1981, the Society was given the
remit to monitor proposed changes to the rights-of-way network in the counties of Cheshire,
Derbyshire, Staffordshire, South and West Yorkshire, Lancashire, Greater Manchester and
Merseyside. It is almost unique in that, with the exception of the smaller Chiltern Society, it is
the only regional organisation to have government recognition under the Wildlife Act; this
also resulted in enlarging considerably the operational area of the Society.

The Society maintains a large library of documents, correspondence and other information in
its archives including a complete set of official Definitive Maps for the whole of its territory
with the notable exception of Lancashire. We welcome the news that the County Council may
now be willing to remedy this discrepancy.

In remote districts, far from the beaten track, the Society’s signposts indicate the routes of the
most inconspicuous footpaths. Virtually all have been erected by members, who also supply
and transport the tools for digging and erection by their own muscle, often carrying posts,
signs, picks, crowbars and spades over miles of open country and rough moorland to sites
inaccessible to vehicles. There are now over 250 signs throughout the Society’s area.

Many complaints of obstructions of footpaths and unauthorised diversions by landowners and
others are brought to the notice of the Society which makes every effort to resolve such problems
by negotiation. The many issues relating to footpaths, diversions, closures or creations proposed
by local authorities or other interested bodies, are now dealt with by a team of assessors who
meet weekly. Maps are constantly brought up-to-date, correspondence sent to various inter-
ested parties with proposals, recommendations and suggestions made when alterations to the
network are under discussion. The Society never baulks at taking a problem to a public inquiry
or the magistrates court, and often does, to preserve a right-of-way for the benefit of the many
who wish to walk that way.

The work is never ending and continues because of the selfless efforts of those who recognise
and appreciate the value of the countryside, continuing a tradition set by the founder members
and the many persons who have given such service to the Society during its long history. We
hope our successors will continue to provide the necessary effort, finance and other support to
protect a priceless resource, namely the footpath network allowing literally millions to enjoy
this green and pleasant land.
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A CENTURY OF DRAMATIC CHANGE

It is difficult to realise just how different the world was in 1894 and the unprecedented scale of
changes during the last 100 years. In 1894 -

@ Queen Victoria had been on the throne for 57 years

® Gladstone, now in his eighties, was serving his last term as prime minister

@ the Manchester Ship Canal was officially opened by Queen Victoria

@ the Peak Forest Canal celebrated its centenary

@ Blackpool Tower was completed

@ Robert Louis Stevenson died at the age of 44

® Tower Bridge in London was completed

In 1894 the the railways dominated inland transport with a network covering most of the
country, many lines being operated by small independent companies. Most of the network
was completed but 1894 saw the opening of the ‘Dore & Chinley Railway’, or what we now
refer to as the Hope Valley Line -

“Next to the further opening up of the Highlands of Scotland by the ‘West Highland Railway’ to
Fort William and Banavie, the most important event of 1894, as it affects the British tourist, is the
completion of the Dore and Chinley connection by the Midland Company. The line is little more
than 20 miles in length, but it has involved such engineering difficulties as even the Midland have
seldom encountered. The Railway was started by an independent company in 1884 but failed to
receive adequate support. The Midland Company then took it up and have made as fine a line as is
to be seen in the country. Of the 20 miles, 5'/ are through tunnel....”

1894 also saw the opening of line from Buxton to Parsley Hay -
“This extension of the Manchester and Buxton branch is mainly interesting to tourists as saving
half of the somewhat monotonous ride or walk over the limestone uplands between Buxton and
Dovedale. Parsley Hay, promoted to the dignity of a passenger station, is the latest development of
railway enterprise. The route may be described as the antithesis of the ‘Dore and Chinley’ - all
along the tops instead of the bottoms ... Just beyond Hindlow it joins the course of the High Peak
Mineral Line from Whaley Bridge....”

For travellers from Manchester to Buxton there was a choice of the L&NWR with fares of 3s
9d (1st class), 2s 11d (2nd class) and 1s 11'/2d (3rd class) or the Midland Railway whose fares
were identical but offering only 1st and 3rd classes.

The petrol engine had been developed by Daimler in the mid 1880’s but the few cars that
existed resembled large prams and few people had actually one. The Red Flag Act discouraged
car ownership and was not repealed until 1896.

Most road transport involved one, two or four horsepower. A four-horse coach ran three times
weekly between Sheffield and Castleton with a fare of 2s 6d single or Ss return. In Matlock a
two horse carriage could be hired for 5s an hour and a one horse carriage for 3s. ‘Waggonettes
carrying more than five persons are contracted for.” In Buxton, a two horse carriage cost 1s 6d a
mile and a one horse carriage 1s a mile - ‘mules and donkey carriages are cheaper’.

The Society had been in existence for several years before man’s first powered flight yet so
dramatic were subsequent developments that the Society’s 75th anniversary year in 1969 saw
man’s first landing on the moon. It is interesting to conjecture whether that event or this Society’s
fight for the freedom to roam in our countryside, and to protect that countryside, have had the
biggest impact on the lives of those living and walking in this area.
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THE OUTDOOR MOVEMENT

One of the most important movements of the last two centuries has been the change in
attitudes to our natural surroundings. Large urban populations were more able to escape from
the smoke, grime and overcrowding of the industrial towns. The north west was at the
forefront of this development and of rambling and rambling clubs in particular.

The industrial revolution created considerable changes in the country scene especially on the
borders of the heavily populated manufacturing towns including new methods of transport —
first the canals, then railways, then ‘improved’ motor roads carving through the countryside.

Some of the earliest individuals and groups to explore the country were those concerned with
natural history, often combined with the pleasures of rambling. The Manchester Field Naturalists’
& Archeologists’ Society was founded in 1860 — ‘for ladies and gentlemen who are specially interested
in natural history ... and also those who ... delight to ramble in the country ...."

The Stockport Society of Field Naturalists was founded in 1884 and renamed the Stockport Field
Club in 1896, it organised six rambles a year to Bollington, Rainow, etc, normally travelling by
train. Both clubs had affiliated to this Society by 1909 and are still affiliated to us.

Gradually others began to visit the country for exercise and to enjoy the scenery although the
lack of both leisure time and money initially made this difficult for most people. However, by
the turn of the century, the more enlightened employers began to recognise the value of a
healthier work force through longer weekend and regular annual holidays.

From their earliest days, the railway companies organised excursions which, with their cheap
fares, encouraged more and more town dwellers to explore the countryside. By the 1890s they
were producing guides to the areas accessible by their services. For example, in 1907 the
L&NWR published a list of caterers, fares and places of interest within easy reach of Manchester.
A memorable tea or supper was often an important part of any trip to the country with a huge
variety of cafés, farmhouses and cottages offering refreshments.

The churches and Sunday schools were focal points of many communities and were at the
forefront of organising and supporting these excursions into the countryside. Some of our
earliest affiliated organisations included (in 1911 for example) the Openshaw Brotherhood, the
Dukinfield Old Chapel & Sunday School Rambling Club, the Trinity Weslyan Sunday School Rambling
Club and the Union Chapel Rambling Club.

The 1880’s saw the first organised rambling clubs. The Co-operative Holidays Association was
founded in 1891 and was one of the first organisations to affiliate to this Society as was the
Ashton CHA Rambling Club. The Manchester Pedestrian Club was founded in 1903 and soon
affiliated to this Society as did the Sheffield Clarion Ramblers. The Rucksack Club was founded in
1907 and affiliated to this Society in 1913. Nearly 90 years later these clubs are still affiliated to
this Society which says a great deal about them and us!

By the 1920s the number of rambling clubs and other organisations such as Sunday schools and
adult education groups was so great that, in 1922, a Manchester Federation was organised. Its
purpose was to foster a love of nature and the outdoor life, preserve ramblers rights and
privileges, lobby for better transport facilities and co-operate with other organisations such as
the Peak & Northern. JC Walters was the first chairman and Harold Wild its first secretary. In
1932 a National Council of Ramblers Federations was formed and this changed its name to the
Ramblers’ Association. However, the Manchester Federation maintained its independence
until 1939 when it finally decided to amalgamate with the RA.
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FORMATION OF THE SOCIETY

Ours was not the first footpaths preservation society in Manchester. The Manchester Association
for the Preservation of Ancient Public Footpaths was established in 1826 to oppose the actions of
Mr Ralph Wright, a Flixton landowner and magistrate. It was active for nearly 40 years partic-
ularly under Samuel Cottam'’s secretaryship when meetings were held monthly in the old
Manchester Town Hall in King Street. As explained later, its funds were kept in safe keeping
until September 1896 when handed over to the newly formed Peak & Northern Society; Samuel
Cottam had died just four days earlier at the age of 68.

1876 saw the formation of the ‘Hayfield and Kinderscout Ancient Footpaths Association’. During
the Hayfield Association’s brief life it had three achievements to its credit. It saved for public
use the Carr Meadow - Kinder - Stonyford bridle road, it produced a splendid little guide
book with map and illustrations describing the public paths in the Hayfield area and it made
the first move in the struggle for the Hayfield Mill Hill - Snake Inn right of way. The Peak &
Northern then took up, in 1894, the work which this local association had commenced in so
determined a fashion eighteen years previously.

How then did our Society start?

In the 1890’s the question of the right of public access to Kinder Scout was a hardy annual which
cropped up every summer in the Manchester papers. On the 29th July 1894, an anonymous
letter appeared in the ‘Manchester Guardian’ pointing out that Kinder was only part of a larger
problem. The public was being excluded from more and more stretches of moor-land, and
there was no authority whose special business it was to see that old-established rights of way
were respected.

A meeting was held in the Piccadilly Restaurant, Manchester, on the 3rd August and the first
minute book of the Society records -

‘At a meeting held at the above restaurant on this date convened by Mr. W.H. Chadwick of Church
Lane, Gorton, to consider the best means of securing the public rights of way over Kinderscout
from Hayfield to the Snake Inn, it was resolved - ‘That Mr C.T. Tallent Bateman take the chair.’

After discussing the best method of securing the public right, it was resolved — “That a society be
formed to preserve public rights of way within 50 miles of Manchester and such society be called
“The Manchester and District Footpaths Preservation Society’.

It was moved by Mr. Abel Heywood and seconded by Mr. |.B. Cooper — ‘That the Society first
deal with the public right of way over Kinderscout from Hayfield to the Snake Inn.’

Resolved — ‘“That Mr. L. Caradoc Evans of Didsbury be appointed secretary pro tem.’

A meeting was held the following day (4th August) at Hayfield when some gentlemen from
Derby and elsewhere attended and it was resolved to send to the proposed Society a recomm-
endation that it be called The Peak District Footpaths Preservation Society and ‘those present
pledged themselves to join it’.

The Inaugural Meeting

The Society was formed officially at a meeting held at 7pm on Thursday 16th August 1894 in
the Young Men’s Christian Association Hall, Peter Street, Manchester. The rules adopted
included the following -
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1.— The Society shall be called THE PEAK DISTRICT AND NORTHERN COUNTIES
FOOTPATHS PRESERVATION SOCIETY.”

2.— The objects of the Society shall be:—

(a) The preservation, maintenance and defence of the rights of the public to the use and
enjoyment of public highways, footpaths, bridlepaths, byeways and other ways, vacant
spaces, waste lands, and roadside slips, and to right of recreation over commons in the
Northern and Midland Counties, particularly in the Peak District.

(b) The prevention of the abuse of such rights, especially trespass and damage to crops
and property, and disturbance of game by trespassers.

(c) The support by influence, petition or otherwise, of Bills in Parliament promoting the
aforesaid objects, or any of them, or others of a like or kindred nature.

(d) The purchase, or promoting the purchase of rights of way and rights over open spaces
to be dedicated to, the use of the public for ever.

3.— An annual subscription of 2s. 6d. or upwards, payable in advance on the first day of
October in each year, shall constitute membership.

4.— The business of the Society not transacted in General Meeting shall be in the hands of a
Managing Committee, elected annually, and consisting of the President, Vice-Presidents,
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Solicitur, Honorary Secretary, and not less than twelve
other members of the Society, with power to add to their number.

The members of the first Managing Committee elected at the meeting were -
Robert Burn (Wilmslow), Jas. B. Cooper (Whaley Bridge), HT Crook C.E. (Manchester), Dr G
H Dawes (Sheffield), ] B Elverston (Heaton Chapel), Luke Garside (Hayfield), Abel Heywood
(Manchester), Edward G Hiller (Chorlton cum Hardy), Wm Ingham (Oldham), AW Massey
(Manchester), Thomas Mower (New Mills), RM Pankhurst (Manchester), FW Roe Rycroft
(Manchester), WS Smithard (Derby), Harold Spencer (Manchester), CT Tallent Bateman
(Manchester), TL Tudor (Derby) and FH Warburton (Manchester).

Seldom can a letter to the ‘Guardian’ have achieved such immediate and lasting results. The
editor hailed the Society as the first tangible result of the Kinder Scout agitation, and hoped it
would not disappear until it had effected ‘something solid.” Rather optimistically, he hoped
that access to Kinder Scout might fairly soon be obtained by a little friendly negotiation! Some
60 years were to pass before much progress was made.

The Society grew and flourished on the annual subscription of 2/6d and by the time the first
Annual Report and Balance Sheet was published for the year ending 30th September 1895 it
was able to show many illustrious names among its honorary officers. The president was Sir
William H Bailey of Sale, Cheshire and one vice president was The Ven Archdeacon Anson,
Manchester. Sections were formed in Derby (the Hon Frederick Strutt, JP was their President)
and Sheffield whose President was CH Bingham Esq, Ex Master Cutler. Within a year had 600
members in - Derby (89), Hayfield (25), Manchester etc (407) and Sheffield (182).

In 1894, the immediate objective was to establish the existence of a right of way from Hayfield
to the Woodlands, Ashopdale - in other words the now familiar Snake footpath. This was
achieved in less than three years, but before that hundreds of meetings had been held by the
Investigating and Managing committees, and scores of visits paid to Hayfield, Woodlands,
Glossop and Sheffield, as well as to Hope, Derby, London, etc. Public and other records were
laboriously searched, evidence was taken from old people and so on. A guarantee fund of
£1,000 was raised in anticipation of legal action, but the path was finally conceded by the
landowners and the total cost was just over £400.
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The ‘Manchester Guardian’ reported (24th September 1896) —

“The Peak District and Northern Counties Foolpaths Preservation Society has happily succeeded in
its first enterprise. The favourite route over Kinder Scout, from Hayfield to the Snake Inn, has been
secured for ever to the public. All that remains to be done is to form a path, erect signposts, and
build a small bridge over the Lady Brook near the Snake Inn. Everyone will then be able to take this
delightful walk through some of the finest and wildest scenery in the Peak District without let or
hindrance. This peaceful victory over the landowners who threatened for a time to close the path,
although within the memory of man the public had always enjoyed the right of way, speaks volunies
for the energy and tact displayed by the officials of the Society. The appeal the Society now makes
Sfor £500 to pay the legal and other costs incurred in securing the footpath, will gain a ready
response). Mr Benjamin Armitage, of Chomlea, has already contributed about £184 which, it is
interesting to know, is the balance of a Fund raised by an old Manchester footpaths preservation
society, founded in 1826 and existing as late as 1863. The remainder will no doubt be found by
private subscribers. The society that has rendered such a great public service should not remain a
moment in doubt whether its labours are appreciated for it has much work fo do in the future.”

The Society’s Annual Report for 1898 provides considerable information about the detailed
negotiations and work required to achieve this notable success, such as the following —

As announced to the Annual Meeting, held in 1897, this right of way has been secured. Certain
obligations were thrown on the Society with regard to:-

(a) The forming and clearly indicating the entire route from the Jumble to the Snake Inn.

(b) The placing of sign posts in various places to indicate that roads crossing or deviating from
the adniitted route are “private” roads.

(c) The making of stiles on walls at present crossing the route on the Hayfield side.
(d) The draining of the difficult part of the route near Mill Hill.

(e) The building of a foot-bridge over the Lady Clough above the junction of the Lady Clough
stream with the Ashop river.

(f) The repair for a limited period of a short length of wall.

() The payment of certain law costs, viz., those of the Duke of Devonshire, Mr Sumner, the
Duke’s shooting tenants, and certain survey charges of sonte of the landowners.

The covenants and conditions in the agreements were duly complied with and the works
stipulated all carried out. By the side of the path above Kinder Reservoir, attached to an old
tree stump, is the original cast iron plate warning against anything that might cause pollution
to the reservoir below; the erection of this sign was one of these conditions.

Formal Opening 1897

The path was formally opened on the 29th May 1897 by the President, Sir WH Bailey, attended
by a large body of subscribers and friends. It was a happy coincidence, much commented on
at the time, that the celebration of the Society’s success should take place within weeks of the
commemoration of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee.

A small memento was issued by the Committee on the opening day.This consisted of twelve
views with letterpress descriptions, a brief record of the work of the Society in regard to the
path, and a one-inch scale map of the district showing the route, Though a considerable number
of copies was given to subscribers, the publication resulted in a profit to the Society; the booklet
was reprinted and copies sold for 1s.
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As mentioned earlier the Society’s Chairman, Abel Heywood, received the following letter in
September 1896 -

‘Chomlea’
Pendleton
Manchester
September 15th, 1896

Dear Mr Heywood

Having noticed in the press a while since that you had been successful
in the proceedings you have been engaged in for a long time for
acquiring freedom of passage over the Kinder Scout country, you will
remember I waited on you to make inquiry as to what cost you had
incurred, or what obligations you had entered upon, in those efforts,
and learnt that in total it amounted to about £500. My reason for doing
this was because I have acted for a great many years as deputy to my
late father, Sir Elkanah Armitage, who was the last appointed
treasurer of a fund raised for local purposes of a like kind. the said
society was entitled ‘The Manchester Association for the Preservation
of Ancient Footpaths’ and was established in 1826, and the latest
official record of its proceedings was on 1863, when Mr Samuel E.
Cottam and Mr Samuel Pope, now Q.C., were appointed to offices as
secretary and advising counsel. Only one other known subscriber
survives, that is Mr Thomas Ashton. These gentlemen all agree that it
is a very proper way of disposal of the remnant of the fund, and I shall
be happy, therefore, to hand you a cheque for the sum of £184 2s. 10d.
when your Association is ready to make use of it. As this is a subject of
public interest in Manchester at a former period, I will thank you to
give publicity to this statement in any way you think well.

I remain,
Yours faithfully,
BENJAMIN ARMITAGE

The 1898 annual report included a consolidated Income and Expenditure Account covering
the period from the Society’s formation in August 1894 to the 30th September 1898. Receipts
(mostly donations to the Kinder Scout Appeal Fund) were £741 8s 0d. Total expenditure was
just over £650, the major item being the cost of the Kinder Scout Footpath campaign at £415.

It is important to emphasise that the apparently modest sums mentioned in this chapter were
considerable amounts in the relation to 1894 values.
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A CENTURY OF FOOTPATHS PRESERVATION

So much for the initial excitement and achievements...

When it was over the Society settled down to an active programme of footpaths preservation
work which continued until the outbreak of war in 1914.

New Reservoirs

In those days many local authorities were building new reservoirs, and the Society had to inter-
vene on a number of occasions to prevent the closure of footpaths on land acquired for water
gathering grounds. The Hayfield-Snake path had not been opened long when the attention of
the Society was drawn to the Bills in Parliament for converting the Upper Derwent into a
valley of reservoirs. Parliamentary action was taken in 1904 and, after protracted negotiation,
all the threatened paths were secured or satisfactory substitutes arranged. Subsequently it came
to the notice of the Society that pedestrians wishing to use the road from Slippery Stones on
the eastern side of the reservoirs had been turned back. The Society took the matter up with the
owner and very shortly the public right of passage was admitted, and a ‘Private Road’ notice
was amended to read ‘Private Road: except to pedestrians’.

When the Ashton, Stalybridge and Dukinfield Waterworks Board lodged their bill for making
of the Chew Reservoir, the now well-known Greenfield - Crowden footpath, was affected and
it was only after Parliamentary action had been taken in 1907 that negotiations with the Bill's
promoters resulted in the inclusion of clauses to provide a substitute path. In a more recent
case the Society’s officers discovered that a legal right of way still existed under the waters of
a reservoir which had been in existence for several years. Fortunately, it did not prove necessary
to organise a party to assert our right of passage - the water board gave us a new path instead.

Doctor’s Gate Roman road

This had been a public way for centuries, but after the new turnpike road was built in the
1820s, the old road was allowed to fall into very bad repair. Grouse shooting became popular
and shooting tenants long resisted the determination of Manchester and Sheffield walkers to
enjoy their rights along this ancient way. Following negotiations over many years, with Joseph
Macauley and GHB Ward of Sheffield playing a prominent part, the Footpaths Society reached
an agreement in 1912 with the owner. He agreed to reopen the path and repair some portions
of it while, on their part, the Society undertook to use their influence to persuade pedestrians
not to use the path during the grouse breeding and shooting seasons.However, that the Society
did not admit any limitation of the public’s right to use the path at all times, and it was an
integral part of the gentleman’s agreement that the path should never be physically closed.
This arrangement worked for several years, but early in the post-war period the landowner,
and his successors in title, took to closing the path during the breeding and shooting seasons.
The Society considered the agreement had been violated and advised the public to use it at all
times. Eventually, in 1928, the owner gave way and the public right was firmly established.
Much credit for this and other early successes was due to Col HT Crook, one of the Society’s
founders and for many years Honorary Surveyor and President.

Other activities in the early years included the erection of a large number of the footpath sign-
posts which are dotted about the Peak District today. Also a suggestion to the London and
North Western Railway Co. that one-inch maps should be displayed at certain railway stations;
many such maps were still being shown until the sixties. The Society also interested itself in
certain Lake District footpaths, but soon realised it had not the means to be effective at such a
distance from Manchester.
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