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REPORT

For THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31sT. 1310.

P

The Council herewith present the Annual Report of
the Society for the vear 1510,

This vear has seen a large increase i the work of the
Society and a fairly large access of new members.
Perhaps the most satisfactory part about the new
members is that the Society is recewing affiliation fees
from varions pedestrian and other Societies. They are
particularly pleased to have now affiliated to them the
Manchester Rambling Club (and for the current year the
Rucssack Club), and trust that the example set by
thede Clubs will be followed by all walking clubs

c e neighbeuriood. It has often been a matter for
refiection that a Society existing solelv in the interests
of pedestrians should not have the support of all clubs
and bodies formed for this pastime. They hope in the
future to have behind them the united support of all
ramblers, whether individuals or clubs; the strength
which would thus be given to the Society would be most
valuable in its work,

The Society always does a good deal of unobtrusive
waork in dealing with questions and giving advice to all
enquirers, whether members or not. At the last Annual
Meeting 1t was suggested that the Report should contain
a complete statement of all the work done by the
Seciety.  This has not been found practicable, not enly
because of the volume, but also because some of the
matters dealt with by the Society are submitted to them
m confidence, and it would not be desirable to give the
details of these in the Report. A few of the principa!
matters dealt with are mentioned next.
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BAKEWELL RURAL DISTRICT ¢OUNCIL.

In the last Report the Counal had occasion to com-
qent on the attitude of the Bakewell Rural Distnict
council with regard to their opposition to the placing ol
the Society's Footpath Plates on the road <ide< under
thetr control.  The Society take tins opportumty of
expressmg thewr pleasure that satisfactory arrange-
ments have been made with this Counal, whose district
comprises a very large tract of the Society’s operations,
for effectuating this important branch of their work, Four
posts will shortly be erected, and others as occasion
should require. It 15 most <ati=factory to the Socety
1o have established satisfactory relations with thes
body, and they take thic opportumy of testifving to the
promptness with which the latter took the uatter up.

DOCTOR'S GATE.

This long-standing dispute haz occupied the atten-
tionr of the Counail contmmuously during the past vear,
A formal inspection of the path was made by them n
July, and subsequently, at the request of the owner, an
mterview took place at Glossop Hall.  The Council
regret, however, to have to report that the «wuer has
dechined to recognise the rights of the public 1 traverse
this road,  The Council have the matter under Yiemr very
serions consxleration,

STRINES TO MARPLE FOOTPATH.

An obstruction to thiz path, which has long been
thought ta he a public one, has taken place.  There has
been correspondence with the landowner and i< agent,
but no satisfactory conclusion has vet heen arrived at.
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LATHKIL DALE.

The Council received an ntimation, wihich was also
largely made known in te Press, that the owner had
made a demand for a penay 2l cn all who passed along
this path en Easter M:udev.  The cwner was communi-
cated with, and s coatenton 13 that although the
public have never been excluded from the dale, vet the
cwner has pever dedicated the path to them. Appar-
ently the right to a toll is only claimed on one day m the
year. The Council have hardly sufficient information to
enable them to do anything further.

WILLTAMS' CLOUGH.

Very extensive operations have been required to
make good the damage done by frosts and winter rains.
The great numbers who use this path in the summer
completely justify the efforts of the Society to secure
the walk for the public, and it is hoped that an increas-
ing number of these will come to realise that but for the
action of the Saciety they would not have had this walk.

PICKMERE.

Last summer the Council, though having o nterest
woit, had cognisance of a prosecution for remeting
chitructions i this neighbourhasd,  As a vesult the
Society received an offer rom the agent «f one «f the
cwners of an terview n orler to ascertam exactly what
the rights 7 e nu'lic wore on taar particular estate,
and an nvitation . oonfer on any pomts of difficulty.
Although 50 far the imteriew has not vet taken place, the
Council welcome tiie Ter 23 shewing a distinct change
m the attitude of meind of landowners towards the
Society,  Needlezs to zav, m case of dificulty the offer
would be willing!y made uwie of.
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MAPS.

In accordance with a resolution passed scme vears
ago that the ordnance maps in the possession of the
Society should be placed where the public could see
them, the Council are glad to be able to state that owing
to the courtesy of the Manager of The Manchester City
News this has now become possible, and 14 maps,
mostly on the 6-inch scale, are now on view in their new
premises in Strutt Street, Manchester.

CITY OF MANCHESTER.

he Council are glad to report that the Mancheater
Corporation has prepared for public nse a record of all
the public footpaths within its boundaries. This s
accessible for inspection by anvone at the Town Hall,
It is to be hoped that the example set by our own city
may be followed by a similar action on the part of all
local authorities, It cannot be too often emphasized
that the local authority is the custodian of the rights of
the public. If this were more widely known the work of
the Society would be greatiyv strengthened.

KIRKHAM.

The Society were consulted, and gave advice. on a
footpath which had been improperly obstructed, bus no
information as to the result has reached then:.

KESWICK.

A deputation from the Society inspected shooting
obstructions at Derwentwater. They reported to the
Society that in their opinion the public rights were inter-
fered with, and the matter is now under consiceration,
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The preservation of game is still thought more
important in all parts of the country than public rights,
and until the public, more especially local inhabitants,
bestir themselves, they will in time be deprived of access
to familiar spots.

The above matters are scme of the more important
that have been dealt with during tiic vear. For the rest,
the Society has, and s always, willing to render any
service. Perhaps in the future its work may become
more educational ; at present the more popular concep-
tion of the Society is its combative moods.

With, however, a better and more widely-known know-
ledge of the rights and obligations of the public, and the
remedies given to any body of inhabitants, it is thought
that more and more pressure could be applied to local
governing bodies to carry out the duties entrusted to
them by the State. This the Society feels to be of the
utmost importance, and to this end its advice 1s always
given. There are signs of more being done in this
direction, and any help, advice, or encouragement that
18 required, the Society will gladly and freely give.

RIGHTS OF \WAY BILL.

Your Council feel that thev must draw the attention
of the members to Lord Eversley's Bill intituled as above.
This Bill proposes to clear up conflicting judicial
methods of deciding on the public dedication of a foot-
path by substituting as a test 40 years' user, and so
assimilating the law of public right to the law of private
easement. This Bill has three times obtained a second
reading in the House of Commons, and on the last occa-
sion passed the Grand Committee, but from lack of time
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= got 1o further. It has now been mtreduced in the

Houze of Lords, and as its chances of becoming law

fepend on the interest aroused, vour Council recom-
mend the members of the Society to do all thev can to

snaure its becoming law.

LIST OF ATTENDANCES OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL.

[V S
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