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RAMBLING FROM THE CHAIR 

Happy 2009 to all our members.   Before I start on the year ahead I should give a brief 
account of the final months of 2008.   November was yet another busy month with a 
talk to very well attended AGM of the Stockport Ramblers.   Next came an equally well 
attended half-year meeting of the Society.   I won't go into details but suffice it to say 
that the theme was ñour Society is thrivingò.   You will have to wait for the annual report 
to find out the final figures, but our membership numbers are better than expected, 
thanks in no small part to the effort of the volunteers who manned our show stands.   
So a big thank you to David Bratt and all the team.   A new member who wishes to be 
known simply as Abercrombie also stepped into the breach, phoning members who 
had not renewed.   Renewals are still coming in as a result of her taking on this 
onerous task.   

During November I was contacted by the Hayfield Civic Trust regarding a project to 
restore five kissing gates on the Snake path.   They have secured funding from a 
number of sources, but as the project began additional costs were identified.     
Although this may not be required, due to other sources of funding  being available, we 
have pledged to make up any short fall in the funds.   A celebration is planned for next 
year and PNFS will be there. 

December saw the finishing touches to the work of securing our footpath files.   The 
files are an invaluable resource to the Society and their security from fire and 
vandalism had been questioned.   Whilst nothing can be 100%, the files are now as 
secure as we can reasonably make them. 

The New Year started with a very pleasant surprise, when I received an email from 
one of our Inspectors, Tony Brackenbury, to say he had secured the return of one of 
our missing signs (see page 4).   At some point in the past the landowner had clearly 
had a bad experience and was no lover of walkers.   However, Tony's approach, very 
much in line with the Society's ñnegotiation not confrontationò policy, worked and good 
relations have once again been restored.  

On January 10th we hosted a meeting of user groups to share experiences dealing 
with Derbyshire County Council.   The general feeling is that they are not the best 
authority to work with and that rights of way outside the National Park leave a lot to be 
desired.   We agreed to send a letter, signed by all interested parties, setting out the 
steps we believe the County should take to improve matters.  

Our first short walk of the year took place on January 12th, ably led by Peter Vickers.   
The weather was kind to us; the views as we did a 6-mile circuit around Broadbottom 
were stunning. 

By the time you read this I will have chaired the first of a series of meeting to review 
and update our processes and policies.   My personal aim is to have the bulk of the 
work completed before the AGM. 

I'll finish off with some dates for your diary: 
AGM 25 April 
Snake Path 25 May (to be confirmed) 
Cheshire show 23 and 24 June 
Half-year meeting 31 October 
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ADDING PATHS TO THE DEFINITIVE MAP 
 

At the last half-yearly meeting Terry Norris (one of our Courts and Inquiries Officers) 
gave a very interesting lecture on the topic of "Adding Paths to the Definitive Map" and 
I have attempted to summarise his presentation in this article.   .Any inaccuracies are. 
of course, mine not Terryôs 

In summary:  if there is evidence that a path has been used as of right and without 
interruption for a period of 20 years then the path is deemed to have been dedicated 
as a highway under section 31 of the 1980 Highways Act.   But in practice it is rarely 
so simple.   Evidence must be presented.    

Documentary evidence can take many forms and may require some effort to find.   
Maps such as the early Ordnance Survey editions from the 1840s or commercial and 
estate maps may show the footpath.   The minutes books of County and District 
Council committees might record an obligation to maintain the path, thus showing 
public status.   The Inclosure Commissioners, 1750-1850, were empowered to stop up, 
divert and create highways, and their records might show the path.   

The Finance Act of 1910 allowed land owners to claim tax relief where public rights of 
way crossed their land and this information is recorded in the surveyors valuation 
books.   In the 1840s and 50s parishes were surveyed by a Tithe Commissioner with 
the aim of commuting tithes in kind to money rents.   The Tithe maps often show roads 
or paths in a different colour to cropped land.   Public utilities ï railways, canals and 
turnpikes ï would deposit plans as part of the parliamentary process of obtaining 
permission for their construction.   These often show footpaths.  Also, bridges and 
underpasses might suggest the existence of a right of way. 

Walkers maps and guides produced by newspapers and railway companies are often 
useful.   If a walk appears in several editions it suggests that the landowner had 
accepted that the public had a right to use the route.  

But equally important is the evidence of users of the path.   The 20-year period applies 
retrospectively from the date on which the right of the public to use the path was 
brought into question, but the 20 yearsô use does not have to be by the same person.   
Crucially, the use must not be by way of force, permission or secrecy.   For example: 
breaking a locked gate or ignoring challenges by the landowner or tenant; asking for 
and being granted permission to use the path; using the path only under cover of 
darkness.   The landowner must bring to the attention of people using the path that it is 
private.   A "PRIVATE ROAD" sign does not prevent use as a public footpath. 

Further problems include living long enough for the claim to be determined by the 
Highway Authority, and identifying a clear line for the path so that the evidence is 
consistent. 

The importance of recording the many PROWs not shown on the definitive maps was 
recognized by the creation of the "Discovering Lost Ways" project.   This was intended 
to be a systematic investigation of unrecorded rights of way, which aims to have them 
processed by the Highway Authority and added to the definitive map.   After 1st 
January 2026 no further claims on the basis of historic evidence will be admitted and 
unrecorded ways will be lost forever.   .   As this project has now been abandoned by 
Natural England it is vital that this provision is repealed 
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH 
 
Shortly after the publication of the last issue of Signpost I received this note from Fred 
Ogden, a former Signpost Officer.   For interest I have included a picture of the unique 
Braille commemoration plate to which he refers. 
 

ñI was pleased to see the photograph of 
signpost 239 on the front page of the last issue 
of "Signpost".   This post was originally 
sponsored by the Manchester Rambling Club 
for the Blind and the file shows that it was 
originally a fingerpost, erected in 1954 at a cost 
of £6-19-6!!!   The post naturally deteriorated 
over the years and in 1993 the sponsor club 
was winding up and the balance of its funds 
was transferred to us and was put to offset the 

cost of a new post, which by then had increased to just over £40 for the main plate 
alone. 

ñThe photograph does not show that there is a Braille plaque to commemorate the 
Blind Club's connection and I think that it is the only signpost of the Society which has 
a main plate plus two additional cross plates.ò 

  

PEEP Oô DAY PLAQUE 
New Yearôs Day morning, on my sobering-up walk, I walked Chinley 34 to a house at 
the top of Maynestone Road just below Peep oô Day.   I was recording the "furniture" 
(stiles, gates etc) along the way when a very irate gentleman came out of the house 
wanting to know what I was doing, with what authority etc.   A long story.   But anyway 
I heard him out and he calmed down and became very pleasant after he had allowed 
me to explain what I was doing and that I had no grievance about his footpath. 

He then said, out of the blue, due to me being a very nice man (I must have been 
sober by then), "I have got something to show you".   He took me to a building and 
pulled out the long-lost signpost from Peep oô Day.   I recognised it before he had 
exposed a quarter of it as I had looked at it often enough long before when doing 
footpath work for the Blackbrook Conservation Society 25 years ago.   I said the P & N 
would be delighted to have this sign back, hopefully to restore it to its rightful place.   
He agreed to let me have it. 

When David Morton got in touch with me, he could not get to Chinley fast enough.   He 
recognised it as the 1905 plaque that went missing in 1983, rather than one of the 
more recent ones which have gone missing from this area. 

It would have been only too easy to have fallen into a volatile exchange of words with 
the farmer after the first words were said.   But I heard him out, said my part and talked 
generally about the countryside.   Then ï  EUREKA!!! 

.Anthony Brakenbury 
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WALK REPORTS 

10th December - Alderley Edge Circular 5.5 miles 

Neil Collie led a group of 19 walkers, 
many of whom had arrived by train.   
On a crisp December day we 
ascended the Edge by a circuitous 
route, admiring the ófootballersô villasô 
on the way.   We inspected the 
remains of several old copper mines 
and a stone quarry in the morning.   
At the lunch stop, next to the National 
Trust information room at the Wizard, 
we enjoyed mince pies generously 
supplied by our leader.  We returned, 
in dappled sunshine, past the 
Waterfall ravine and the fine 
viewpoint of Stormy Point. 
 

10th December   Newton le Willows to Winwick 10 miles 

The experiment of having long and short walks on the 
same day was not entirely successful, with leader David 
Bratt finding only one other member, Janet Cuff, to 
accompany him on this walk.   But quality is more 
important than quantity.   They walked by the Sankey 
Canal, Englandôs first canal built by Henry Berry in 1755-
57 to bring coal to the growing chemical industries in 
Liverpool.   Later they visited Vulcan Village, which was 
built to accommodate the workers at the  Vulcan foundry, 
where locomotives, including the famous class 55 
Deltics, were built from the very start of the railway era . 
 

 
14th January   Broadbottom Circular 6 miles 

Peter Vickers led a group of 20.    On an uncharacteristically bright and sunny day we 
walked North through the appropriately named village of Mudd as far as Mellor Church 
before turning South and eventually returning through Great Wood. 


