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RAMBLINGS FROM THE CHAIR 

The first three months 

It really doesn't feel like three months since I took over at the helm of the Society.   It has been a 
busy and very enjoyable three months; a lot has been achieved and a number of projects are 
underway that will bring long term benefits to the Society. 

Unlike the last two chairmen I have taken on the running of a healthy and highly respected 
society.   In his time Derek Seddon had to contemplate the future of the society, would it survive 
or reduce its sphere of influence.   David Bratt took on the role when numbers were at an all-time 
low.   Fortunately for the society and for walkers in general Derek took the decision that the 
society should stay true to the guidelines set out by our founding members in 1894.   David in his 
turn revitalised the society and built the membership up to an all-time high.   Their support and 
advice has been very welcome in these first few months. 

I must also thank the officers and volunteers; during my working life I managed many groups in a 
variety of roles and I can say without hesitation this is the most committed, highly motivated group 
I have had the pleasure of managing. 

But, and there always has to be a but, there is one small dark cloud on the horizon and that is 
membership renewals.   I will not labour the point, although you will hear it again from Reg Boot.   
If you haven't yet renewed your subscription please do; the society needs every member.   You 
are our most valuable asset so get your cheque book out and do it today if you have not already 
done so. 

So what has been happening during the first three months?   As I said at the beginning, it has 
been busy.   Monday 28 April, my first working day as Chairman, started with Terry Norris and 
myself meeting Mid Cheshire FP Society and the local branch of the RA to discuss strategy for 
the Cuddington 16 Inquiry.   See Terry's report for the outcome.   Then that evening I gave the 
Society's lecture to Blackbrook Conservation Society and recruited six new members, with Tony 
Brackenbury, an existing member, volunteering to become an Inspector. 

By the time week three came along the website had been updated by Geoff Errington.   I met with 
Plumley Parish Council and later that week visited the Rights of Way team at Lancashire CC.   
The highlight of week four was the opening of a new bridge, (see separate report). 

I'll resist continuing the week-by-week account, in case it puts off any future Chair or Vice Chair, 
and finish this part of my ramblings by saying what a wonderful time we had at the Bakewell 
Show. 

Making a difference 

In the last newsletter I made an appeal for new volunteers and several people have stepped 
forward so work is now in hand in a number of areas.    

David Williams is reviewing all our insurance policies.   Brian Summerscales has been busy 
checking our electrical installation and portable equipment and will be upgrading the supply to the 
garage workshop, much to the relief of the signpost team.   David Tattersall is now in charge of 
office supplies and is arranging for new fire extinguishers to be installed.   David Brown, as well 
as being our editor, has taken on a review of our IT requirements.   David Williamson has been 
busy cataloguing our archive material and has started scanning all our Annual Reports.   These 
will be available on our website in the coming months.   Peter Vickers has been in discussion with 
a number of outdoor equipment suppliers to negotiate discounts for members.   Alistair Taylor has 
completed a review of the various databases we use and has now taken on the role of Assistant 
Treasurer..   Donald Cruttenden has taken on the work that Alistair started and is working on 
enhancing our databases.   Barry Moorhouse has painted his first signpost.   Several Inspectors 
have been busy distributing leaflets in libraries and tourist information centres.    
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Thanks to all of the above and my apologies if I missed anyone off the list.   There is still a lot to 
do, so if you can spare a few hours please do get in touch.   If there is anyone out there with 
press and media expertise please get in touch.    June Mabon is keen to hand over the role. 

New appointment. 

I'm very pleased to announce that Terry Norris has been appointed as trustee by the officers of 
the society.   Terry has a long history as a member of the society and his sharp legal mind is an 
asset at trustee meetings. 

The months ahead 

Whilst the first three months have been busy, the coming months promise to be just as busy.   By 
the time we get to the Half-Year Meeting, scheduled for Saturday 29 November, I will be reporting 
on the Taylor House Conference for our office volunteers and the Inspectors Conference.   The 
trustees have approved essential maintenance work to the fabric of the building, which should be 
completed by then.   We also hope to have proposals and estimates for internal work at Taylor 
House to provide some disabled access, better facilities for our volunteers and a meeting/training 
room. 

Finally 

Well I've rambled on enough and to some it may appear that a lot is happening that is peripheral 
to our main objective  of ñProtecting Footpaths and Helping Walkersò, so I'll end by reassuring you 
that is not the case.   As I said earlier we have a strong and dedicated team.   They are focused 
and are working hard to deliver our objectives week in week out.   Whilst we, as individuals, may 
not be around in 2094 to celebrate 200 years, I am certain that the Society will be and that the 
footpath network will be there for all to enjoy as a result. 

Clarke Rogerson 

 

YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS YOU 

The Society is always trying to increase membership and has been very successful over the last 
few years in attracting new members.   Last year, helped by our attendance at the Cheshire 
Show, we got about 250.   However, although getting new members is important,  it is equally 
important that we retain our existing members.   About half our members are due to renew each 
year and I regret to say that renewals this year are way behind target.   I know that it is the sort of 
thing which is easy to overlook and there is on occasion some genuine confusion.   We do 
sometimes get members who renew early.   Sometimes this is because they do not realise that if 
they join (not renew!) in the last two months of the year their subscription covers them for the 
entire following year.   For example if you joined in November 2007 you renewal would not be due 
until 2009.   Sometimes, it is the five and ten-year members who arenôt sure when they started 
their membership ï not surprising.   However, early renewal is a problem we can live with; it is the 
late ones that get us worried! 

If you are not sure in which year your renewal is due there is a simple way to find out ï look on 
your Signpost address label or, of course, ask. 

We have included another renewal form in this issue of Signpost.   If you are due to renew this 
year we would be really glad to hear from you.   We do need you. 

Reg Boot   (Membership Secretary) 
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COUNTRYMAN MAGAZINE. 
The August edition of the Countryman 
Magazine features an article ñSign of the 
Timesò by Reg Carr.   The four-page article 
with photographs gives a brief history and 
details of the good work the Society does.   
Reg, who is a freelance writer, approached us 
and I have to say he has done us proud.   This 
is an excellent example of spreading the good 
word about the Society; and once again, if 
anyone has contacts or experience in getting 
this sort of article published, please shout up. 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH PENNINES WALKING FESTIVAL 
 The Society is taking part in the ñSouth 
Pennines Walk & Ride Festival 2008ò which 
runs from 13 to 28 September.   Thanks to 
our walk leaders we will be leading 11 walks 
during the festival.   All walks are accessible 
by public transport and are in addition to our 
normal walk programme.   I hope you will 
support our leaders and turn out for some of 
the walks.   Full details can be found in the 
festival programme, which can be obtained 
by contacting Pennine Prospects 
(phone: 01274 433536 or  
email: ann.atkins@pennineprospects.co.uk ). 

 

 
DAVID HEWETT DANCES FOR JOY 

With 15 years of pent-up energy.   For 15 years is how 
long it took Staffs County Council to erect this stile on 
Leigh Footpath 43.   Whist resting in a dark room to 
recover from the shock David speculated that this might 
be a record.   But I suspect not.   Fifteen years is but a 
heartbeat in the life of local government. 

Information supplied by Harry W Scott 


